
Defence Day: The Legacy of 1965
Evaluating the Legacy of Defence Day in Modern Pakistan

800-Word Essay

Published at thestudyguys.com

Introduction

The history of every nation is shaped by important events that help define its identity, test its strength in

difficult times, and influence the way it protects its people, makes decisions, and secures its future. The

Qur'an echoes this resolve in the prayer of Talut's outnumbered army: “Our Lord, pour upon us

patience and plant firmly our feet and give us victory over the disbelieving people.” (Qur'an 2:250) For

the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, September 6th—Defence Day—is arguably the most profound of

these milestones. It marks the day in 1965 when the state was forced into a struggle for survival

following a sudden, unprovoked conventional military attack across its international borders. Beyond

its tactical victories, the 17-day war left Defence Day as a lasting symbol of national cohesion, strategic

resilience, and the unyielding will to protect independence.

Facing a Stronger Adversary

To fully understand the significance of September 6th, one must analyze the military asymmetry of the

1965 conflict. The adversary possessed a significant quantitative advantage in infantry, artillery, and

armor. Yet history reminds us that numbers alone do not determine the outcome of a struggle. At the

Battle of Badr, the early Muslims were greatly outnumbered, but Allah granted them victory. The

Qur'an states: “Indeed, Allah made you victorious at Badr when you were vastly outnumbered.” (Qur'an

3:123) It is a reminder that courage and trust in Allah can give strength in hard circumstances. The

surprise offensive targeting the Lahore and Sialkot sectors was designed to achieve a rapid, decisive

breakthrough. The institutional readiness, professional competence, and high morale of the Pakistan

Armed Forces neutralized this disadvantage. The rapid deployment of forces, coupled with innovative

defensive strategies, successfully stalled the hostile advance.

Battles on Land, in the Air, and at Sea

The conflict witnessed historic engagements across all dimensions of warfare. On land, the Battle of

Chawinda became a graveyard for enemy armor, where Pakistani soldiers displayed remarkable

strategic flexibility and courage. Pakistani military sources record roughly 158–173 Indian tanks lost

there, against around 60 Pakistani. In the air, the Pakistan Air Force, despite being numerically smaller,

performed strongly in combat. Squadron Leader M.M. Alam's reported achievement of shooting down

five Indian aircraft in a single sortie remains one of the most celebrated episodes of the war. At sea, the

Pakistan Navy conducted Operation Dwarka, striking the coastal radar installation at Dwarka.

The Sacrifice of Major Aziz Bhatti



Among the countless acts of individual courage, one name is inseparable from the memory of 1965:

Major Raja Aziz Bhatti. Positioned along the BRB Canal, the last line of defense before Lahore, he

refused every order to withdraw even as shelling intensified around him. His decision to remain

exposed at his post, directing artillery fire until he was struck down, is credited with keeping the city

out of enemy hands. Pakistan honored him with the Nishan-e-Haider, its highest military award, and his

stand at the canal remains the single most cited example of duty in the country's military history.

National Unity Behind the Front Lines

Importantly, the 1965 war established that conventional military capabilities are only effective when

backed by unconditional national integration. “The national response during September 1965 remains

an exemplary model of total national defense.” Internal political disputes dissolved immediately,

economic sectors adjusted to wartime requirements, and civilians actively joined logistical support

networks. The artistic community, through patriotic broadcasts, played a pivotal role in maintaining

high public morale. This seamless unity between the civilian population and the military established a

strong psychological deterrence that proved impossible for the enemy to break.

How Defence Day Is Observed Today

Defense Day is observed across Pakistan through special ceremonies, military events, and tributes to

the nation's martyrs. These occasions honor soldiers' sacrifices and remind the public of the armed

forces' role in protecting the country. Military displays also give citizens an opportunity to see

Pakistan's defense capabilities and reflect on the nation's preparedness to safeguard its sovereignty.

Relevance for Today's Students

For students entering higher education and professional life, Defence Day demands a thoughtful

understanding of national security in its present form. A border crossed by tanks is no longer the only

way a country can be destabilized: a coordinated disinformation campaign on social media, a breach of

a national power grid, or a currency crisis can unsettle a state just as effectively as an armored division

once could. Preparing only for yesterday's threat, while ignoring today's, is itself a vulnerability.

Conclusion

What the soldiers of 1965 defended with rifles and artillery, this generation is asked to defend through

different means: honest institutions, a self-reliant economy, and citizens who question propaganda

instead of repeating it. Neither form of defense makes sense without the other; a country can win every

battle at its borders and still lose ground to division and neglect at home. Defence Day, then, should be

read less as a closed chapter of history and more as a standing assignment, one Pakistan hands to each

new generation on the sixth of September, asking it to protect the state in whatever form that protection

now requires.

May our defenders be remembered. May our nation stand united.
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