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Introduction

National days serve as mirrors reflecting a country's historical struggles, victories, and collective

awareness. Among these, Defence Day of Pakistan, observed on 6 September, holds an

extraordinary position. The Holy Quran says in Surah As-Saff: “Allah loves those who fight in His

cause in rows as though they are a solid structure.” It marks the anniversary of the 1965 war, a

defining conflict that tested Pakistan's foundational resilience. On this day, the nation honors the

strategic excellence of its armed forces and the patriotism of its people, who defended the state's

sovereignty against a sudden, large-scale invasion.

Historical Background

The geopolitical background of September 1965 was filled with tension. Without a formal

declaration of war, enemy forces crossed the international border, aiming to swiftly seize Pakistan's

major centers, particularly Lahore. Despite the surprise and an asymmetry in troops and hardware,

the Pakistan Armed Forces responded with prompt, calculated resistance: the Army checked the

advance on the ground, the Air Force dominated the skies, and the Navy secured naval boundaries

while launching counter-offensives. In the spirit of national resolve, Hafeez Jalandhari's words

reflected the nation's spirit:

—a reminder of the duty to safeguard the homeland.

Battles and Sacrifices

The 17-day war produced astonishing military history. The battlefields of Wagah, Bedian, and

Chawinda became a secret language of tactical brilliance. In Chawinda, a very big armored attack

was repelled in one of the most intense tank battles in history. Soldiers like Major Raja Aziz Bhatti,

who refused to abandon his forward position at the BRB Canal despite constant bombardment,



epitomized the military's loyalty and courage. In remembering such sacrifice, Allama Iqbal's words

capture the spirit of devotion and duty:

Bhatti's martyrdom earned him the Nishan-e-Haider and the title “Guardian of Lahore.”

National Unity

The legacy of the 1965 war extends far beyond conventional military dynamics; it represents the

golden age of Pakistani national combination. The war bridged regional, ethnic, and political

divides, uniting the community into a single organized unit. Writers, poets, and musicians

mobilized to compose motivational anthems that boosted morale. The civilian population

volunteered for civil defense duties, managed logistics, and stood firmly behind their armed forces.

This spirit of solidarity reflects the Qur'anic guidance: “And hold firmly to the rope of Allah all

together and do not become divided.” (Qur'an 3:103) This showed how unity and collective

responsibility could strengthen a nation in crisis.

Modern Observance

In contemporary Pakistan, Defence Day is observed with a mixture of solemn remembrance and

vibrant state ceremonies. The state pays formal tributes to the martyrs at the General Headquarters

(GHQ) and regional commands. Weapon exhibitions are organized, letting the public witness

Pakistan's defense-production capabilities, including indigenous tanks, missile systems, UAVs, and

fighter aircraft such as the JF-17 Thunder. These displays reinforce a sense of security and pride

among citizens.

Lessons for Students

For intermediate students, Defence Day offers an important educational and moral framework,

demanding an analytical understanding of history and national security. In the 21st century, the

concept of national defense has transformed. While physical border security remains paramount,

nations today face non-linear threats, including hybrid warfare, economic instability, cyber threats,

and psychological campaigns designed to weaken societal cohesion.

Conclusion



True defense in the modern era requires a multi-dimensional approach. Students must understand

that academic excellence, scientific innovation, and economic self-sufficiency are the modern

weapons of national defense. By focusing on their studies, behaving responsibly, and staying

united, young people can help build a stronger Pakistan while honoring the sacrifices made by

those who came before them. Defence Day is not merely a look back at history; it is an annual

reaffirmation of our responsibility to keep Pakistan strong, prosperous, and secure.

May our defenders be remembered. May our nation stand united.
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